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Poem Analysis and Brief Biography: Margaret Walker’s For My People
A Brief Biography of the Author
Margaret Walker is a renowned American poet who was widely recognized for the numerous proems that she came up with. She was born on July 7, 1915, in Alabama (Poetry Foundations, 2020). She was part of the African-American literary movement in Chicago known as the Chicago black renaissance (Luckett, 2017). Among the various work that she came up with, she is mainly known for her civil war novel jubilee that was done in 1963 and her powerful collection of poetry about racial affirmation for the people in 1942. The two works made her to be recognized worldwide as a leading poet who could advocate for most of the issues facing the society (Poetry Foundation, 2020). She used poetry to address most of the ills in the society and provided recommendations on ways of handling them. She joined the Chicago movement in order to better advocate for the rights of people and especially the blacks who were suffering a lot due to the issue of racism. Through the movement, she together with others, voiced their opinions and concerns regarding the issue of racism and demanded for better treatment of the black people.
The Intent of the Author
The intent of the author in the poem for my people is to encourage the African American people and give them hope that they can achieve their dreams despite being black. This is something that is done through the elaboration of the struggles that they have undergone and the words of encouragement that she passes onto them. The author takes us through the previous times in which the African Americans suffered various ills such as slavery (Gates Jr. & Smith, 2014). The kind of mistreatment that they got made some of them to adopt a mindset that they are inferior people and that they would not be able to live well and achieve their ambitions. This is a notion that she aims to discourage from her people by celebrating the achievements made by some of the black people. The author, therefore, seeks to encourage her people that despite the challenges that they have suffered, they would still make it. 
Analysis of the Content of the Poem
The poem mainly talks about the hardship and struggles that the African American people endured while also celebrating the gains or triumphs that the people have managed to have. It elaborates to a great extent the pains, heartaches and triumphs that the African American people have undergone over the years (Gates Jr. & Smith, 2014). The resilience that they possess has enabled them to navigate through the sufferings and made them even stronger. The poem starts by talking about their history and the various forms of struggles that they have undergone. She describes in details the issue of slavery and how it affected the people (Gates Jr. & Smith, 2014). They were forced to undertake odd jobs at no pay and were highly mistreated. She then moves on to explaining her childhood experience and those of her people. This is meant to show the similarities from the previous times to her times.
 Through this, the poem shows the issue of segregation in schools and in every aspect of life. The poem also celebrates the achievements of the African American people (Gates Jr. & Smith, 2014). She is able to celebrate the youths who have triumphed despite the suffering that they underwent and have been able to achieve their dreams. She declares admiration for her people and the resolve to make the world a universal brotherhood place for all people away from the one that suppresses people. The poem finally calls for a new world that is symbolized by peace and courage of the people and one that will rise and take control.
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